Superintendent Ratings of Academic Preparation by Kowalski, Theodore J.
University of Dayton
eCommons
Educational Leadership Faculty Publications Department of Educational Leadership
5-2013
Superintendent Ratings of Academic Preparation
Theodore J. Kowalski
University of Dayton, tkowalski1@udayton.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda_fac_pub
Part of the Educational Assessment, Evaluation, and Research Commons, Educational
Leadership Commons, Education Economics Commons, Elementary and Middle and Secondary
Education Administration Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons, Other
Educational Administration and Supervision Commons, Special Education Administration
Commons, and the Urban Education Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Department of Educational Leadership at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Educational Leadership Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact
frice1@udayton.edu, mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
eCommons Citation
Kowalski, Theodore J., "Superintendent Ratings of Academic Preparation" (2013). Educational Leadership Faculty Publications. 39.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda_fac_pub/39
STATE OF THE 
SUPERINTENDEN(Y 
Superintendent Ratings 
of Academic Preparation 
Groups seeking to rescind or 
weaken state licensing 
requirements to be a 
superintendent have 
disparaged academic 
studies in adminis-
tration as an incon-
sequential require-
ment. Their claim has 
rarely been supported 
by empirical evidence. 
Findings from the 
last three AASA-sponsored 
decennial studies 
(1992, 2000, and 
2011) of the super-
intendency suggest 
policymakers and 
members of the 
profession should be 
cautious about radi-
cally altering licensing 
requirements. A high 
percentage (ranging 
from 74 percent in 1992 
to 79 percent in 2011) 
rated their university-
based academic 
preparation as being 
excellent or good. 
Ratings did not 
appear to be influ-
enced significantly by 
district enrollment, 
level of experience in 
the superintendency or 
gender. Nevertheless, the 
1992 
2000 
2011 
percentage of excellent ratings was slightly higher 
in all three of these categories than it was in the 
overall study population. 
SOURCE OF DATA: " THE AMERICAN SCHOOL SUPERIN· 
TENDENT: 2010 DECENNIAL STUDY " (2011) PUBLISHED BY 
ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD EDUCATION AND COSPONSORED BY 
AASA AND PEARSON. ANALYSIS BY THEODORE J. KOWALSKI, 
STUDY LEAD AUTHOR AND PROFESSOR OF EDUCATIONAL 
ADMINISTRATION, UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON. 
